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	 America	has	a	
moral	imperative	to	
fix	its	broken	immigra-
tion	system.	Too	many	
die	crossing	the	border	
illegally.	Too	many	
young	girls	experience	
the	pain	of	cross-border	
human	trafficking.	Too	
many	American	citi-
zens	suffer	from	crimes	
committed	by	illegal	
immigrants.	Too	many	
people	wait	in	line	to	
become	citizens	while	
others	break	in	illegally.		
	 The	problems	
associated	with	Ameri-
ca’s	immigration	policy	
shine	a	light	on	the	exceptional	nature	of	the	
nation.	Freedom	and	prosperity	calls	the	world	to	
our	shores.	But	those	who	immigrate	illegally	to	
the	U.S.	violate	the	principles	that	underlie	free-
dom	and	prosperity.	A	fair	immigration	system	
must	include	effective	border	security,	effective	
interior	and	workplace	enforcement,	and	a	finely	
tailored	immigrant	and	non-immigrant	visa	pro-
gram.	

	 	 Unfortunately,	
Washington,	D.C.	has	
failed	for	decades	to	
implement	meaningful	
immigration	reform.	
Any	effort	to	change	
the	immigration	system	
would	require	a	careful	
balancing	act	to	enforce	
the	law	in	fairness	
while	also	addressing	
the	human	side	of	the	
immigration	debate.	As	
a	member	of	Congress,	
I	will	push	for	bold	
action	on	immigration	
reform.	

Effective Border Security

	 Thousands	cross	the	southern	border	il-
legally	through	remote	areas	without	fences,	or	
under	fences.		The	GAO	reported	that	in	2011,	
16%	of	border	crossers	(85,000	people)	made	it	
through	the	border	without	apprehension.1	With	
an	improved	U.S.	economy,	that	number	would	
likely	be	even	higher.		
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	 Securing	our	southern	border	is	a	moral	
necessity,	both	for	those	who	would	cross	and	
face	death	or	injury	in	doing	so,	and	for	those	in	
the	United	States	negatively	affected	by	illegal	
immigration.	I	will	support	legislation	that	makes	
securing	the	border	the	first	priority.	But	increas-
ing	the	security	of	the	border	is	complex	and	re-
quires	extensive	study.	A	proposal	could	include	
increased	fencing	in	certain	areas,	improved	fed-

eral	assistance	to	lo-
cal	governments	that	
enforce	the	borders,	
increased	National	
Guard	presence	on	
the	border,	and	im-
proved	technology,	
like	sensors,	used	on	

the	border.		
	 Border	security	extends	beyond	just	rural	
parts	of	the	southern	border.	Ports	of	entry	and	
U.S.	coasts	deserve	focus	as	well.	The	federal	
government	must	do	more	to	cooperate	with	
Mexico	in	apprehending	the	criminals	and	terror-
ists	who	might	cross	the	border.		Ports	of	entry	
must	have	the	proper	tools	and	funding	to	track	
who	comes	into	the	country	and	
who	leaves.	Securing	borders	
and	ports	on	all	sides	of	the	
country	will	be	a	Herculean	task	
that	can	be	made	easier	if	illegal	
immigration	looks	less	alluring	
to	those	who	would	cross	ille-
gally.

Effective Interior and Work-
place Enforcement

	 	Fewer	will	cross	the	
border	illegally	if	they	know	
finding	employment	in	America	
will	be	nearly	impossible.	And	
the	many	illegal	immigrants	
who	enter	the	country	legally	
and	then	overstay	their	visa	will	
be	less	tempted	to	stay	if	they	
know	companies	will	not	hire	
them	without	up-to-date	legal	

status.		Enforcing	workplace	and	immigration	
laws	will	eliminate	the	incentive	for	illegal	immi-
gration	in	the	first	place.	
	 I	would	vote	instead	to	expand	the	E-
Verify	program	and	improve	its	effectiveness,	
perhaps	through	biometric	identification.	Where	
E-Verify	doesn’t	reach,	the	Department	of	Home-
land	Security	must	be	using	“no-match”	data	
collected	by	the	Social	Security	Administration	to	
find	employers	who	knowingly	hire	illegal	work-
ers.2		To	empower	state	and	local	government	to	
assist	in	enforcing	federal	immigration	laws,	the	
Obama	administration’s	changes	in	the	Section	
287(g)	program	must	be	reversed	so	that	local	
authorities	can	act	appropriately	when	they	ar-
rest	an	illegal	immigrant.3	Local	law	enforcement	
must	be	partners	with	the	federal	government	in	
the	fight	against	illegal	immigration	and	criminal	
activity	that	crosses	the	border.	

Finely Tailored Immigrant and Non-immigrant 
Visa Programs

	 Legal	immigrants	can	contribute	to	the	
economy,	but	they	need	more	efficient	ways	

Increasing security along the southern border of the United States is the first step in 
reforming the immigration system. 

Freedom and 
prosperity calls 
the world to 
our shores.
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to	immigrate	to	America.	The	U.S.	Citizenship	
and	Immigration	Services	agency	processes	
immigrant	visas,	but	they	do	so	very	slowly.	
Reforming	this	process	must	be	the	first	step	in	
making	the	immigration	system	fairer.		Then	the	
legal	immigrant	visa	
programs	must	be	
designed	to	primar-
ily	supply	labor	to	
companies	that	need	
it,	but	without	hurt-
ing	the	U.S.	economy.	
Right	now	the	the	
Gang	of	8	immigra-
tion	bill	is	being	considered	by	Congress.		Among	
many	other	problems,	this	bill	decreases	the	ef-
fectiveness	of	the	important	H1-B	visa	system	by	
implementing	costly	and	limiting	regulations	on	
the	firms	that	need	to	hire	foreign,	high-skilled	
workers.4		The	H1-B	visa	program	is	important	
in	filling	jobs	in	the	science,	technology,	engi-
neering,	and	math	(STEM)	fields.		Additionally,	

research	indicates	that	H1-B	hires	contribute	to	
higher	total	employment	of	skilled	workers	in	
the	United	States.5		Programs	like	this	need	to	be	
expanded	so	that	American	companies	can	find	
the	skilled	labor	they	need.	

Conclusion

		America	is	unique	in	
the	world	because	it	
offers	not	only	free-
dom	and	prosperity,	
but	also	a	spirit	of	fair-
ness.	For	those	resid-

ing	in	the	U.S.	illegally,	the	U.S.	offers	a	fair	way	
of	gaining	citizenship:	applying	for	immigrant	
visas	through	the	regular	process.	Our	immigra-
tion	system	must	balance	freedom	and	prosperity	
with	laws	and	personal	security.	Only	then	will	
we	fulfill	our	moral	duty	to	those	affected	by	the	
status	quo.	

Legal immigrants can contribute 
to the economy, but they need 

more efficient ways to immigrate 
to America.
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